
 

 
White Mountain Tango Endurance Ride  

2 Day Event - Friday & Saturday September 12 & 13, 2025 
AERC Sanctioned 50 & 25 Mile Rides (Limited to 30 Rigs)  

Entry opens Monday August 4th, 2025. The entry link will be added then.  Sign up by August 12th to receive a 
T-shirt for your first day of riding. 

This ride has special requirements. Please read all the information below carefully. (Revised August 3rd) 
 
Ride Manager: Lancette Koerner, 480-650-3124  Email:Whitemountaintango@gmail.com 
Assistant Manager: Ellen Hickey  
Head Vet & Treatment-Mark Anderson, DVM, Control Judge-Max Schmidt, DVM 
 
Thank you for your interest in attending the White Mountain Tango Endurance ride.  We look forward to sharing the 
beautiful White Mountain trails with you. However, there are several entry requirements and limitations so please read 
the following information thoroughly to determine if this ride is a good fit for you. 
 
This is the 4th year of the White Mountain Tango endurance ride. Ride management and riders have built a strong 
working relationship with the forest service to establish the first Endurance ride in the area.  We respect the strict 
requirements of the forest service to mitigate our impact on the land, therefore, we will only accept 30 rigs.  Ride 
sharing is encouraged and appreciated, the fewer rigs to impact the land the better.  
 
Rules and Regulations: The ride will be conducted in accordance with AERC rules.  Go to www.aerc.org for the 
details. It is your responsibility to know the rules. We do not allow ties.  
 
Rig/Entry Fee: Every rig must have at least two entries i.e. 1 rider 2 days, 2 riders 1 day each. Your entry fee is 
$140 each day for either the 50 or 25 mile ride, it includes lunch each day and a farewell breakfast on Sunday. All 
entrants must pre-register by Thursday, September 4th.  There are no onsite registrations. Entry opens Monday, 
August 4th click here to sign up online https://form.jotform.com/252094827690162 . Receipt of your entry and 
payment will be confirmed via email. Entries received after the ride limit has been reached will be put on a waiting list.  
  
Payment: Send your payment via PayPal (Friends & Family only)  to Lancette@gmail.com or via paper check 
mailed to 2313 N Sinagua Cir, Mesa AZ 85203. Your entry in the ride is not complete until payment is received. 
 
Refund/Cancellation Policy:  Ride entry cancellations received on or before 5 pm Thursday September 4th,  will 
receive a refund less a $25 administration fee. No refunds for cancellations after 5 pm September 4th, 2025. 
Refunds will likely be processed after the ride and could take up to two weeks.  
 
Camping: Tying your horse to the trailer or using high ties is best but small portable pens are allowed. Electric/wire 
fences are NOT permitted. Highlines between trees must meet forest service and ride management requirements.  
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Certified weed free hay or pellet feed is required, no grazing is allowed. US forest service fire restrictions will be 
followed.  
 
Trail: The majority of the ride is on the White Mountain Trail system, which is built and maintained by Tracks, a 
nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organization of about 650 volunteers. We are grateful for their dedication and hard work. For more 
information, to join  or make a donation to Tracks go to Trackswhitemountains.org . The trails are multi-use, you 
may encounter hikers, bikers, equestrians, cattle, vehicles and wildlife.  The single track sections of the trail take you 
through beautiful ponderosa pine and aspen tree forests and lush meadows. Much of the trail is technical and slow 
going with some areas of fast forest roads but overall this will not be a fast ride. Plan for a long day on beautiful trails 
in the mountains.  The footing throughout the ride will vary, some sort of hoof protection is strongly recommended. 
Base camp elevation is 7800 feet. Bring a fit horse. The most difficult loop will have about 1933 feet of elevation gain. 
There are several gates to open and close along the routes, some cowboy and some easy swing/latch. There are also 
stock ponds. Carrying a collapsible bucket for dipping is highly recommended or hoof boots are likely to be sucked off 
in the mud. The Kachina Ham Radio club will be at checkpoints along the trail to help with communication should 
issues arise. We are exceedingly grateful for the volunteer service of these passionate radio operators. Please be sure 
to thank them for their service as you ride by. The Kachina Ameteur Radio Club is also a 501(c)(3) charitable 
organization.  For more information or to make a donation go to Kachinaarc.org .  
 
Navigation: As always, the trail will NOT be marked with ribbons. The routes for the ride are set up in Ride With GPS 
and the Event link will be sent to all registered riders.  All riders are REQUIRED to use Ride With GPS to navigate 
the routes. If you are accustomed to using a Garmin or other GPS unit you may upload the routes from Ride With 
GPS into your unit and run them simultaneously. You are still required to use Ride With GPS on your phone and be 
prepared to share your saved tracks with ride management if requested. Ride with GPS is user friendly and is an 
amazing tool with a moving map display, voice cues and off course warnings but it is not foolproof. Practice at home 
and know how to use it.  Help is available at Ridewithgps.com via the many well done tutorials and by emailing 
RWGPS support. Management is also happy to help you but please contact us well before the ride with any questions 
you have. Do not wait until the last minute. If you are NOT comfortable using Ride With GPS to navigate the routes, 
this ride is NOT for you. In addition, you must carry a portable charger and the printed maps and cue sheets in 
case of phone failure. Know how to use the RWGPS ``navigate back to start feature” and how to drop a pin in 
Google maps in case of emergency. If you need help, ask.  It is your responsibility to be properly prepared for a 
mountain ride.  
 
Base Camp Location: This is a primitive campsite among the pine trees in the Apache Sitgreaves National Forest 
approximately 17 miles northeast of Pinetop-Lakeside, Arizona. Base camp coordinates are 34 8’ 46.3535” N  109 45’ 
13.9813” W . The coordinates are for information purposes, DO NOT use for navigation or you will find yourself on an 
impassable road. 
 
Directions: From Pinetop-Lakeside: Take AZ-260 E to the small town of McNary. Turn left (north) on N Cady road. 
You will travel briefly through the town. The road becomes the Vernon McNary rd #3140. Travel for approximately 8.5 
miles to FR 96, turn right (east) then take your first right (south). The road veers to the left and deadends at the cattle 
guard. You may park on either side of the road AFTER the bend in the road well before the cattle guard. Look for 
signs.  
 
Directions: From Show Low: Head East on AZ-60. Continue East towards Springerville at the AZ-60-AZ-61 fork.  
Turn right (south) on Vernon McNary rd  #3140 which takes you through the small town of Vernon. After about 4 miles 
the road will turn to dirt.  Continue for approximately 6 miles to FR 96 turn left (east) then take your first right (south) 
The road veers to the left and deadends at the cattle guard. You may park on either side of the road  AFTER the bend 
in the road, well before the cattle guard. Look for signs.  
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Ride office location: Look for the AZERC flag on the trailer near the cattle guard at the end of the road.  
 
No parking is permitted in the meadow.  Ride Management will be in camp by Tuesday, September 9th you are 
welcome to join us but water will not arrive until sometime on Wednesday. Ride camp is limited by total rigs, please 
NO additional/unentered vehicles.  
 
Cell/Internet service: In our experience, T mobile & AT&T have intermittent cell coverage in base camp and on the 
trail. Verizon has none. Neither has internet service. You are likely to have service near Hon Dah Casino or in Vernon 
both are about 10 miles away. Ride management will have Star Link set up and are happy to share IF all goes as 
planned. We will do our best but there is no guarantee you will have internet or phone service in base camp. 
  
Water, Manure, Trash, Dogs: Water will arrive Wednesday afternoon. Please help ride management by bringing as 
much water as possible for you and your horse. Cattle love to find our water and drink it up! You may fill up water for 
horses at the Hon-Dah RV park just outside of Pinetop. Due to the mutually respectful relationship we have developed 
with the forest service management, we have permission to spread the manure instead of hauling it out as we have 
done in the past. Being able to do this makes a huge difference to us all. Please spread the manure well!  Please 
leave your campsite as you found it and take your trash with you.  Well behaved dogs are allowed.  Please respect 
others by keeping them on a leash, out of other campsites and the vetting area.  
 
Ride Packet:  Once your entry has been processed your ride packet will be sent electronically. The ride packet will 
include information about using Ride With GPS, the RWGPS Event Link and the PDF files for the maps and cue 
sheets for each of the ride routes.  You will need to print maps & cue sheets prior to leaving home. You also 
must download the route maps for offline use on your cell phone prior to leaving home. If printing the maps and cue 
sheets is a hardship, contact Lancette by 5 pm Friday September 5th. A packet will be prepared for you to pick up at 
check-in/Vet-in.  
 
Check-in/Vet-In  Vet-in is on Thursday from 1:00 to 5:00 & Friday for (Saturday’s ride) as time allows. If riding the 
same horse both days your vet out on day one is your vet in for day 2. The vet's word is final. Harassing the vet is 
grounds for disqualification.  
 
Ride Meeting: Ride meeting will be at 7:00 pm each night. If you are unable to attend for any reason please contact 
Lancette so you don't miss any critical information that might be shared.  
  
Vet Checks: Currently, all vet checks are in camp. There is a chance this will change so have a crew bag just in case.  
 
Potluck: Thursday at 6:30 this has become a fun AZERC tradition. We hope you will join us. Ride management will 
provide paper goods, utensils & water. Bring something yummy to share and please bring a serving utensil as needed.  
  
Lunches: Ride management will provide a sandwich, chips, a sweet and a drink to riders and crew on ride days.  
Please help us plan by indicating on the entry form if you and a crew member would like lunch.  
 
Dinner: You are on your own for dinner but we will have a grill set up for you to use.  We will have fire bowls set up to 
gather around and share stories of the day.  
Farewell Breakfast:  6:30 Sunday.  ​ 
 
Awards: We will give a daily completion award, first place, best condition and top 10.  We may have other awards. If 
you would like to receive a ride shirt as one of your completion awards we must have your entry form and payment by 
Tuesday, August 12th.  This is the amount of time required to receive the order. If you are unable to get your entry to 
us by then, no problem. Instead of a T-shirt you will receive something else.   

3 



 

 
Tentative Schedule of Events: 
 
Thursday ​ September 11th, 2025    ​ ​ ​ ​  
8:00 am ​  Base Camp Opens​ ​ ​  
1:00 to 5:00​  Rider Check-In/Vet In​ 
6:30 pm​  Potluck dinner​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
7:00 pm​  Ride Meeting   
 
Friday ​ September 12th, 2025   
6:30 am ​ 50 Mile Ride Start  
8:00 am ​ 25 Mile Ride Start  
1:00 to 5:00 ​ Rider Check-In/Vet-In (between Friday riders)  
7:00​ ​ Awards/Ride Meeting    
              ​  
Saturday​ September 13th, 2025                      
6:30 am​ 50 Mile Ride Start 
8:00 am ​ 25 Mile Ride Start  
1:00 to 5:00 ​ Rider Check-In/Vet-In (between Friday riders)​ ​ ​  
7:00 pm  ​ Awards 
 
Sunday ​ September 14th, 2025 
6:30 ​ ​ Farewell Breakfast  
 
Average high/low temperature  74/45 ​ Sunrise 6:15 Sunset 6:27 
 
Please leave a positive impression on the people you encounter on the trail and always LEAVE NO TRACE. 
Thank you for your participation in this ride, we appreciate your support and look forward to seeing you!  
 
Lancette Koerner & Ellen Hickey  
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White Mountain Tango - Two day Event- Friday & Saturday September 12 & 13, 2025 
         AERC Sanctioned 25 & 50 Mile Rides (Entry Limited to 30 Rigs) 

 
  

You may open in Adobe Acrobat click Fill & Sign to complete the form on your computer before printing, or hand write legibly.   
Rider Name: ____________________________________________________​ AERC# _________________ 
(Riders under 18 years of age must have a parent/guardian sign the liability release and medical treatment form. )  
 
Address: _____________________________________ City/State/Zip: _______________________________  
Phone No: _______________________________ Email: __________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact: 
Name: ___________________________________________ Phone No: ______________________________ 
 
Weight Division:Rider weight plus tack - Check One 
__Featherweight (Rider w/tack 160 lbs or less)   __ Lightweight (Rider w/tack 161 to 185 lbs)​
__Middleweight (Rider w/tack 186 to  210 lbs)    __  Heavyweight (Rider w/tack 211 lbs or more)​ 
__Young Rider (Ages 16 to 21 as of 12/1/24) 
__Junior (Under 16 as of 12/1/24)  Age (as of 12/1/24)  _______________ Birth-date: ___________ 
 
JUNIORS UNDER THE AGE OF 16 MUST BE SPONSORED  
Junior riders as defined by AERC rules, must be sponsored by an adult (18 years or older) and stay within 1 
minute of said sponsor during the whole course of the ride. All Junior riders are required to wear an SEI 
approved, ASTM standard helmet. 
Sponsor’s Name (Please print)___________________________________  Phone#  _________________​  
 
Horse Information Day 1: 
Horse Name: _____________________________________________ Horse AERC No: _________________ 
Breed: _________________________ Age: ______ Sex: _________ Color: ___________________________ 
 
Horse Information Day 2: 
Horse Name: ___________________________________________ Horse AERC No: ___________________ 
Breed: _________________________ Age: ______ Sex: _________ Color: ___________________________ 
 
Rig/Entry Fees: (Every Rig must have at least two entries i.e. 1 rider 2 days, 2 riders 1 day each)  
1 Adult entry -   Friday $140.00 ​ ​ ​ ​                         ​ ​ $_______________​  
 
1 Adult Entry -  Saturday  $140.00 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   ​ $_______________ 
 
JR or YR  Entry - Friday $90.00​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $_______________​  
 
 JR or YR Entry - Saturday  $90.00      ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $_______________​  
 
If rig sharing, please name of person you are sharing with                  ________________________________ 
 



AERC Non-member fee: $20.00 (per day, per Non-Member ​ ​ ​ ​  $_______________ 
Total Due ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​              $_______________ 
 
Please email your completed entry form and signed liability release to Whitemountaintango@gmail.com . Send 
payment to Lancette@gmail.com via PayPal (Friends & Family). Your payment  & signed entry form must be 
received by Thursday, September 4th, 2025 to be entered into the ride.  
 
Will you have a crew member that would like lunch ?  Yes ____   or  No ____  
 
If entry is submitted on or before August 12th, please indicate T-shirt size  XS__  S__ M__  L__  XL__  
2XL__.  
 
I agree to use Ride With GPS to navigate the routes, I agree to carry a portable battery charger and 
acknowlegde it is my responsibility to be prepared for possible phone failure by carrying printed maps and 
cue sheets for navigation.  
Rider Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 
Refund/Cancellation Policy: Ride entry cancellation received on or before Thursday, September 4th, 2025 
by 5 pm will receive a refund less a $25 administration fee. No refunds for ride entry cancellations after 
September 4th, 2025.  
 

Agreement and Release of all Liability  
 

I, ______________________________________ (Print rider name) the undersigned, in consideration of the 
acceptance of this entry hereby acknowledge that I have voluntarily applied to participate in the White 
Mountain Tango Endurance Ride. I, the undersigned, in consideration of accepting this entry, do hereby for 
myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, waive and release, the White Mountain Tang ride Organizers, 
it’s Sponsors, Managers, Volunteers, and all individual members thereof and all other persons regardless of 
their capacity in any way connected with the event described herein, their representatives, heirs, executors, 
administrators and assigns from any and all right, claim or liability for damages, or for any and all claims of any 
kind and nature that I might have. As a participant in the White Mountain Tango endurance ride, I agree to 
abide by the rules of AERC and the aforementioned ride. I understand that endurance riding involves being in 
remote areas for extended periods of time, far from communications, transportation, and medical facilities; that 
these areas have many natural and man-made hazards which Ride Management expressly declines to 
anticipate, identify, modify or eliminate or warn against; that horses can be excitable, difficult to control, and 
unpredictable; and that accidents can happen to anyone at any time. I agree to take full responsibility for 
myself and the animal I ride. I release, hold harmless and indemnify the AERC, USFS, ride management, all 
ride personnel, and all property owners over whose land the ride passes, from all liability arising from any 
accident, injury, or loss that might occur due to my participation in the ride. I have carefully read this 
agreement and the AERC Ride Rules and all information provided. I understand that it is a complete 
release of liability and a promise not to sue or to make a claim – that it is a contract between myself 
and ride management.  
 
Signature of Rider_________________________________________________ Date ____________________ 
 
ALL RIDERS UNDER THE AGE OF 18 MUST HAVE PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGN BELOW:  
I, ______________________________________(Print parent or guardian name) as parent/guardian of the 
above minor rider, have read and understand that the liability release applies to me and my dependent. My 
signature also indicates that I give permission for any emergency medical treatment which may be required for 
my child, and do agree to indemnify and hold harmless anyone giving such consent. I do further acknowledge 
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that I have read the foregoing and know and understand the contents herein. I declare under penalty of perjury 
that the foregoing is true and correct. 
 
Signature of Parent/Guardian_________________________________Date_________Phone# ____________ 
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