FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Endurance Riding Convention Set for March 10 and 11, 2017
Endurance competitors and enthusiasts from all over the United States and Canada will
gather for the annual American Endurance Ride Conference convention March 10-11,
2017, in Grapevine, Texas.
Education is a main component of the 44-year-old nonprofit organization, which
sanctions rides ranging from 25 to 100 miles in one day, and the convention’s eight
seminars will provide cutting-edge knowledge for current and prospective endurance
riders.
Seminars at the 2017 AERC convention:
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Seeing Yourself as a Public Lands Advocate with Back Country Horsemen of
America’s Randy Rasmussen
Gadgets for Gait Analysis with Yvette Nout-Lomas, DVM, PhD, DACVIM,
DACVECC, an assistant professor of equine internal medicine at Colorado State
University’s College of Veterinary and Medical Science
Equine Transport Research Results – a look at breaking research into transport
stress on horses, with Jerry Gillespie, DVM
Equine Learning and Human-Horse Relationships with Jessica A. Klassen, PhD, a
lecturer at Texas A&M University in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences
Colic and the Endurance Horse with AERC Veterinary Committee Chair Jeanette
(Jay) Mero, DVM
2016 Member Survey Results with AERC Education Chair Susan Garlinghouse,
DVM, which will discuss member opinions on the future of the sport of
endurance riding
Murmurs, Arrhythmias and Heart Rate Recovery with Meg Sleeper, VMD,
DACVIM, of the University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine
Simple Carbohydrates: Rocket Fuel or Failure to Launch? A second seminar
presented by Dr. Garlinghouse, a well-respected equine nutrition expert.

Two early-morning free “hot topic” sessions involve endurance riders in thoughtprovoking discussions. This year’s topics include “Revisiting the AERC Drug Rule” (one
of the strictest in all equine sports) and “Responsible Equine Management.” Both are
hosted by AERC legal counsel and board member John Parke.

But the convention isn’t all serious education. It’s also a celebration of accomplishments,
with both regional and national award ceremonies, and a Friday night dance.
In addition, conference attendees always enjoy the popular annual Tack Swap that allows
riders to pick up tack and related items at bargain prices, with 10% of proceeds
benefitting the AERC.
All visitors are welcome at the free trade show which runs Friday 9:00-6:00 and Saturday
9:00-5:00 and features a wide variety of vendors offering a endurance gear—everything
from tack and saddles to heart rate monitors and rider clothing.
Located a quick shuttle ride away from the Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport, the
Hilton DFW Lakes (800-984-1344) is a spectacular site for the midsize convention, with
plentiful public and private hotel space, dining options, and indoor gym and pool. Special
AERC convention rates are limited so early reservations are a must.
For more information, and to register and receive the best pricing on conference
seminars, please visit https://aerc.org/convention.
About the AERC
The American Endurance Ride Conference (AERC) was founded in 1972 as a national
governing body for long distance riding. Over the years it has developed a set of rules
and guidelines designed to provide a standardized format and strict veterinary controls.
The AERC sanctions more than 700 rides each year throughout North America and in
1993 Endurance became the fifth discipline under the United States Equestrian Team.
In addition to promoting the sport of endurance riding, the AERC encourages the use,
protection, and development of equestrian trails, especially those with historic
significance. Many special events of four to six consecutive days take place over historic
trails, such as the Pony Express Trail, the Outlaw Trail, the Chief Joseph Trail, and the
Lewis and Clark Trail. The founding ride of endurance riding, the Western States Trail
Ride or “Tevis,” covers 100 miles of the famous Western States and Immigrant Trails
over the Sierra Nevada Mountains. These rides promote awareness of the importance of
trail preservation for future generations and foster an appreciation of our American
heritage. For more information please visit us at www.aerc.org.
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