MEDIA ALERT
AERC Responds to FEI Decision to Remove the World Endurance Championships from UAE
AUBURN, California – April 8, 2016 – As the governing body for endurance sport in the United States, the
American Endurance Ride Conference has long been a proponent for fair play and a custodian of horse
welfare in endurance sports worldwide. In the past year, the AERC has been a vocal supporter of the FEI’s
sanctions against the UAE for violations, proactively leading the condemnation of the violations in the UAE.
They were part of the team with our entire membership in expressing our combined outrage at the cheating
and abuse there.
Today AERC President Michael Campbell issued a statement, speaking on behalf of the organization in
response to the FEI’s decision to remove the World Endurance Championships from the UAE and to reopen
the bidding process for the event.
“AERC is pleased to note that the FEI has taken strong steps to insure the welfare and safety of endurance
horses by rescheduling the World Endurance Championship 2016 from Dubai to another venue. AERC
understands that this is a painful lesson for Dubai, but we believe it serves the best interests of endurance
riding worldwide. AERC further applauds the United States Equestrian Federation in accurately relaying the
sentiments of American riders to the FEI. AERC joins other countries throughout the world in expressing
gratitude to FEI for taking this courageous and considered action. FEI President Ingmar De Vos received a
petition that was circulated worldwide and included over 6500 signatories from riders, trainers and owners
from dozens of countries recommending this action. FEI listened to the outraged cries from around the
world and responded appropriately.”
The AERC will continue to monitor the situation and keep members apprised of developments.
About AERC
In addition to promoting the sport of endurance riding, AERC encourages the use, protection, and development of equestrian trails,
especially those with historic significance. Many events, particularly multi-day rides, take place on historic trails, and promote
awareness of the importance of trail preservation for future generations as well as fostering an appreciation of our American
heritage. AERC’s founding ride, the Western States Trail Ride, or Tevis Cup, covers 100 miles of the famous Western States and
Emigrant trails over the Sierra Nevada.
Established in 1972, the American Endurance Ride Conference is headquartered in Auburn, California, “The Endurance Capital of
the World.” For more information please visit us at www.aerc.org or call 866-271-AERC.
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